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COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY/SACRAMENTO —
SAN JOAQUIN DELTA ESTUARY

| have received your letter requesting that the State Water Resources Control Board (State
Water Board) delay its issuance of a Supplemental Notice of Preparation (NOP) for review of
Delta objectives. | am not able to support your request for the reasons described below.

The State Water Board initiated a comprehensive review of the 2006 Water Quality Control Plan
for the San Francisco Bay/Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Estuary (Bay-Delta Plan) with an
NOP in 2009. Since that time, a comprehensive technical report on the first phase of the
project, Southern Delta Salinity and San Joaquin River Flow Objectives, was prepared. This
report was peer reviewed and will be released in final form, along with environmental
documents, in early 2012. The issuance of a Supplemental NOP starts the process of soliciting
information to inform the next phase of the State Water Board's comprehensive Bay-Delta Plan
update. During this planning process the public will have many opportunities to provide data,
analyses, and comment.

There are three reasons | believe the State Water Board needs to issue the Supplemental
NOP now. First, restoration of the Delta is an essential goal of the State. Numerous scientific
documents have identified flow as a major factor affecting fisheries and other public trust uses
of waters in the Delta. The State Water Board is the State agency responsible for establishing
water quality and flow objectives for the Bay-Delta to protect these uses. Second, the Delta
Stewardship Council’s draft Delta Plan includes direction to the State Water Board to adopt and
implement flow objectives for the Delta by June of 2014. The Council is charged with pulling
together all Delta activities into an integrated, coherent process. While the June 2014 target
date will be very difficult to meet, the accelerated timeline is critical because flows are
fundamental to Delta decision making. Third, the Delta Reform Act specifies that no
construction of Bay-Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) facilities is allowed until the State Water
Board approves any necessary changes in the point of diversion. A change in the point of
diversion will require updated Delta flow objectives. Because the State Water Board’s flow-
setting process can take several years, it must be conducted in parallel, rather than
sequentially, to the BDCP process so as to not interfere with BDCP implementation. The review
and update of the Delta flow objectives will both support and be informed by these ongoing
planning processes and will be structured to accommodate information from BDCP.
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The State Water Board is aware of the concerns raised in your letter regarding the significant
negative water supply, energy, and fishery effects that could occur if flow objectives are adopted
without careful consideration of the competing uses for water. That is why the State Water
Board went to great lengths to describe, in the Executive Summary of the report “Development
of Flow Criteria for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Ecosystem,” the limitations of the report
and emphasize that the criteria were for the protection of aquatic resources in the Delta and had
no regulatory effect.

Your letter identifies several studies that evaluated the potential impacts of the 2010 Delta Flow
Criteria. | recommend that you provide those studies during the public process so that they can
be considered as part of the environmental impact analysis and the balancing of flow needs. In
addition, any analyses that you performed for Delta outflow that considered a range of flows
would be very useful.

The State Water Board's Delta flow-setting process will require the development of
environmental documents that evaluate the impacts of any proposed changes, including
impacts to water supplies. The State Water Board will be seeking input from the scientific
community and the public. Any future modifications to the plan will be in accordance both with
the co-equal goals of the Delta Reform Act and with the State Water Board’s mission to balance
instream flow needs, such as fisheries, aquatic habitat, recreation, and navigation, with the
needs of other uses, including water diversion for municipal water supply and agricultural uses.

If you have any comments or questions, please contact me at (916) 341-5615.

Sincerely,

Thomas Howard
Executive Director

Attachment

cc: See next page
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cc: Mr. John Laird, Secretary
California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

Gerald H. Meral (Jerry), Ph.D.
Deputy Secretary

California Natural Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1311
Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Craig McNamara, President

California State Board of Food and Agriculture
1220 N Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Ms. Karen Ross, Secretary

California Department of Food and Agriculture
1220 N Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Chuck Bonham, Director
Department of Fish and Game
1807 13th Street

Sacramento, CA 95811

Mr. Mark Cowin, Director
Department of Water Resources
1416 9th Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Steve Berberich

President and Chief Executive Officer

California Independent System Operator Corporation
P.O. Box 639014

Folsom, CA 95763

Dr. Robert Weisenmiller, Chair
California Energy Commission
1516 9th Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Michael R. Peevey, President
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102
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Mr. Timothy Quinn

Executive Director

Association of California Water Agencies
910 K Street, Suite 100

Sacramento CA 95814

Mr. Leo Winternitz

Delta Project Director

The Nature Conservancy

4245 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 100
Arlington, Virginia 22203

Mr. Gary Bobker
The Bay Institute
695 DelLong Avenue
Novato, CA 94945

Ms. Cynthia Koehler

Environmental Defense Fund

1875 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 600
Washington, DC 20009

Mr. Doug Obegi

Natural Resources Defense Council
40 West 20th Street

New York, NY 10011

Ms. Kim Delfino
Defenders of Wildlife
1130 17th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20036

Mr. John Cain

American Rivers

1101 14th Street NW, Suite 1400
Washington, DC 20005

Mr. Jim Metropulos
Sierra Club California
801 K Street, Suite 2700
Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Jonas Minton

Planning and Conservation League
1107 9th Street, Suite 901
Sacramento, CA 95814




Mr. Zeke Grader

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen's Association
P.O. Box 11170

Eugene, OR 97440-3370

Mr. Victor Gonella

Golden Gate Salmon Association
1370 Auto Center Drive
Petaluma, CA 94952

Mr. Dick Pool

Water For Fish
5700A Imhoff Drive
Concord, CA 94520

Mr. Matthew Rodriquez

Secretary for Environmental Protection
California Environmental Protection Agency
1001 | Street, 25th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814
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Mr. James H. Pope

General Manager

Northern California Power Agency
651 Commerce Drive

Roseville, CA 95678

Mr. Curt Aikens

General Manager

Yuba County Water Agency
1220 F Street

Marysville, CA 95901

Mr. David Modisette

Executive Director

California Municipal Utilities Association
915 L Street, Suite 1460

Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Thomas Birmingham
General Manager
Westlands Water District
455 Capitol Mall, # 335
Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. David Guy, President

Northern California Water Association
1121 L Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. Terry Erlewine
General Manager

State Water Contractors
1121 L Street, Suite 1015
Sacramento, CA 95814

Mr. John DiStasio

General Manager and Chief Executive Officer
SMUD

P.O. Box 15830

Sacramento, CA 95852

Mr. Barry Tippin
Electric Utility Director
Redding Electric Utility
777 Cypress Avenue
Redding, CA 96001




Mr. Brian Crane

Public Works Director

City of Redding Public Works
P.O. Box 496071

Redding, CA 96049




